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Unrivalled connectivity, the second largest economy in the UK and fantastic culture 
and leisure facilities. That is the perfect mix on offer across West London.We already 
know it’s the best place in the world to live, work and play. Now, through our ground-
breaking new partnership - Capital West London - it’s time to reinforce that message 
around the globe.

The seven boroughs of the West London Alliance - Barnet, Brent, Ealing, Hammersmith 
& Fulham, Harrow, Hillingdon and Hounslow - have learnt over the years that we are 
stronger when we work together. That’s why we are convinced the Capital West London 
programme is the best way to guarantee economic growth across the area.

With the backing of our private-sector partners, this trailblazing, cross-borough 
approach allows us to encourage overseas investment, while continuing to support our 
local companies to thrive and prosper. Capital West London will help us showcase the 
fantastic community, culture and diversity we have in our area. Over the coming pages, 
you can learn more about all the key assets that come together to make West London 
so special. We look forward to welcoming more businesses into the area and working 
with new investors as we continue to drive West London forward.

F O R E W O R D



C O N N E C T

Connectivity
West London is the best-connected region in the world. 

It is ideally situated between The City of London and the 

world’s second busiest airport.



15 
Minutes from Brent Cross 
to Kings Cross when the 
Thameslink extension opens

A series of major infrastructure improvements are set to add to the 

area’s already outstanding rail links over the next few years. 

The West London Orbital’s inclusion in the Mayor of London’s Transport 

Strategy is a major boost for the region. The proposals would allow 

passengers to travel from north to west without having to go through 

central London. It could potentially support the delivery of 20,000 homes 

and thousands of jobs. 

Further rail infrastructure work is also coming to fruition. Crossrail’s 

Elizabeth Line will serve nine West London stations when it opens. 

While the Thameslink extension to Brent Cross West is set for 

completion in 2022. The creation of a new station at Old Oak – where 

Crossrail and HS2 will interchange - is due to be constructed by 2026.
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261,909
Passengers passed through 
Heathrow on July 29, 2018 – the 
airport’s busiest day on record

Air
Heathrow makes West London the UK’s global gateway. The second busiest 

airport in the world takes over 80.1 million passengers around the planet every year.

1,303
Flights a day leave 
the airport



Europe’s busiest airport provides direct routes to fast growing markets in Asia, the Americas and the rest of 

the world. Flights depart to 203 different destinations in 84 countries.

The airport, the UK’s largest cargo port in terms of value, enjoyed a record-breaking 2018, with passengers 

and trade flowing through Heathrow soaring to new heights. It was the busiest year ever recorded with 

passenger numbers reaching 80.1 million. The airport’s operating profit was £267m, up from £220m the 

previous year. 



£73 
billion economy 
– larger than Dubai, Naples or Johannesburg



A combined value of 

£73 billlion makes West 

London’s economy the 

second largest in the UK. 

Only central London 

is bigger.





The Bucks New University campus in Uxbridge, that opened in 2009, is home 
to their award-winning nursing and healthcare courses.

Imperial College London is a world-class university with a mission to benefit society through 
excellence in science, engineering, medicine and business. The College has a new innovation 
campus at White City.

Over 160 nationalities are represented at Middlesex University’s Hendon campus.The progressive 
London university prides itself on providing expert teaching that is informed by inspiring research 
and practice.

Based in Uxbridge, Brunel is a highly-regarded London university. Founded in 1966, it is now 
organised into three colleges and three major research institutes, with over 13,200 students and 
2,600 staff.

With campuses in Ealing and Brentford, the University of West London offer high-quality 
education focusing on students’ future careers. Ninety-six per cent of the universities graduates 
are in employment within six months of graduating.

Westminster University’s Harrow campus, that houses the School of Media, Arts and Design, 
provides state-of-the-art facilities, surrounded by green open spaces.







West London is home to some of the biggest companies in the world. Diageo, Sky, 
Disney, Cisco, SEGRO, Coca-Cola, Unibail Rodamco Westfield and British Airways all have 
headquarters in the region.

A wide range of sectors have a dynamic presence in the area, including tech, creative, 
logistics, biopharma and food & drink.

In total, around 100,000 businesses contribute to the economic success of the area.
Westfield London, in Shepherds Bush, houses around 450 retailers following the completion 
of its £600 million expansion. The 740,000 sq ft extension makes it Europe’s largest shopping 
centre.

The industrial heartland of the capital, West London is home to Park Royal – the UK’s largest 
industrial estate covering 650 acres and home to 1,700 businesses.

While, the 1.8 million sq ft Chiswick Park is another huge business hub, attracting major 
names including Discovery TV, Regus, Sony and IMG with its state of the art facilities and 







Canon

Cannon have a base at Stockley Park in 
Uxbridge - one of the Japanese camera 
giants’ huge regional offices.







West London is home to Europe’s 

biggest shopping centre, following 

Westfield London’s £600million 

extension. 

The giant retail outlet welcomed 30.2million visitors in 
2018, generating sales of £1.01billion. Westfield has 
helped transform the surrounding area in Shepherd’s 

Bush and it is anticipated a similar transformation 
will happen at Brent Cross, when the iconic shopping 
centre’s extension is complete.

Bustling town centres, such as Uxbridge, Hounslow, 
Chiswick and Hammersmith are found dotted around 
West London, offering customers a huge range of 
choice.  

476 
shops in Europe’s 
largest shopping centre



Whether you’re a fan of 

music, art, film or theatre, 

West London provides it in 

abundance.

The Lyric Theatre in Hammersmith is known 
around the world, having first opened to the 
public in 1895.

Movies have been made at Ealing Studios for 
over 100 years, with recent box-office hits such 
as The Importance of Being Earnest, Shaun 
of the Dead and the Theory of Everything all 
being filmed there. While Angels Costumes, in 
Barnet, is an award-winning costume designer, 
housing the largest privately-owned collection 
of film, theatre and television costumes 
anywhere in the world.

As recognition of a bid that had young people 
and community at its heart, Brent were 
confirmed as London Borough of Culture 
for 2020. The borough will receive a grant 
for £1.35million to stage an ambitious year-
long programme, strengthening the range of 
activities and events found in West London 
further. 



M A J O R  
S C H E M E S

White City Living
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O L Y M P I A

£1billion expected total cost of the 
project

2.5 acres of new public space

670,000sq ft creative office space

1,500-seat theatre

1,000-seat performing arts venue
Two hotels

Four-screen cinema

Upgrades to the existing spaces to 
turn Olympia London into one of 
the world’s top exhibition and event 
centres

200,000 sq ft logistics centre

A £1bn project to turn Olympia London into a world-leading cultural hub has been approved 
by planners.

YOO Capital and Deutsche Finance International – which own the  historic  exhibition 
centre – submitted plans to Hammersmith & Fulham Council to turn the 14- acre site into 
a destination with leading hotels and restaurants, plus performance venues and state-of-
the-art office space.

Award-winning practices Heatherwick Studio and SPPARC are leading on the design and 
implementation of the project, which will also see 2.5 acres of new public space created.

The transformation will begin from next year, with the first tenants moving in by 2023. 
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Huge regeneration projects at Wembley Park, Old Oak & Park 
Royal and South Kilburn are transforming the landscape of 
a borough that will always have culture at its heart. 

C U L T U R E

Legends of rock ‘n’ roll, reggae, literature and local 
communities were all recognised in Brent’s successful bid 
to become the London Borough of Culture for 2020. The 
Rolling Stones’ Charlie Watts, The Who’s Keith Moon, reggae 
legend Bob Marley, authors Zadie Smith and Mark Twain, 
Hollywood actors Riz Ahmed, Idris Elba and Sienna Miller, 
pop stars Rita Ora and Paloma Faith, as well as England 
and Manchester City footballer Raheem Sterling are just 
some of the stars who have connections to the borough. 
It boasts the iconic views of Wembley Stadium, Neasden 
Temple, Harlesden’s clock, the Ace Café in Stonebridge and 
Kilburn’s Grade II-listed Gaumont State Cinema building. The 
borough’s cultural identity is one of an international meeting 
place and destination of opportunity. A place where people 
of Irish, Asian and Afro-Caribbean descent, and other global 
communities, have come to make their home and set a 
course for a new future.

H O U S I N G

Over the past five years, cranes dotting the skyline, 
the sight of hard hats and hi-vis jackets and the sound 
of construction sites have all been commonplace in 
the borough. In that time, the council has, on average, 
given planning permission to build more than 2,000 
homes every year, with nearly 1,700 completed annually. 

Although Brent’s figures for housebuilding are among 
the highest in London, there is still much more to do. 
Housing Zones at Alperton and Wembley will deliver 
6,000 new homes between them, over 2,220 of which will 
be affordable.

C O N N E C T I V I T Y

Served by the Metropolitan, Jubilee, Bakerloo and Piccadilly 
London Underground lines and national rail services, Brent 
is an extremely well-connected borough. Tying in with Old 
Oak Common and Park Royal regeneration proposals,  the 
Mayor’s Transport Strategy proposes a West London orbital 
railway line to link south-west London and north London via 
Brent. Feasibility studies also show potential for a Crossrail 
spur from Old Oak linking to the West Coast Main Line at 
Wembley Central. With the A406 North Circular road running 
through the heart of the borough and the M1 and M4 just a 
short distance away, Brent also boasts excellent links by 
road to the rest of London and the UK. While Heathrow is 
just a short 30-minute drive away, opening up connections 
with the rest of the world.

3 2

“We have about two million people we could tap 

into, that is a massive opportunity, it opens up the 

whole area on a much more global scale. We want 

to work together and realise those opportunities and 

open the connections worldwide.”
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£1.7bn 
Investment programme 

in the borough 

5,500
New homes to be created

96.4%
Occupancy of shopfronts 

in Harrow town and 

district centres
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Harrow is a fantastic place to live, based on its excellent 
housing, green spaces and good schools. Harrow 
Council is strengthening that offer through a £1.7billion 
investment programme that will create 5,500 new homes, 
new schools, a new civic library, a civic centre and new 
open spaces. Investing in developing commercial 
property in Harrow makes perfects sense.

H O U S I N G 

As an Opportunity Area in the London Plan and a 
designated housing zone, Harrow is on the cusp of 
unprecedented regeneration. Enshrining high-quality 
design in these new developments is a central aspiration 
for the project. The council has adopted new design 
guidance to inform planning policies and has recruited 
a design review panel to help encourage the best in 
architecture and urban design.

C U L T U R E

The Harrow Ambition Plan has a clear objective to 
deliver ‘a thriving cultural offer’ and for Harrow to be seen 

as the place for creative industries and artists to locate. 
The council has recently completed the regeneration of 
Harrow Museum, developed and let the first affordable 
workspace for artists in Harrow and secured external 
funding to upgrade facilities at Harrow Arts Centre 
including new event and work space.

Harrow has  a series of award-winning restaurants to 
reflect the population – one of the most diverse boroughs 
in the UK by ethnicity and faith – and aims to secure yet 
more great restaurants into the area.

E M P L O Y M E N T

Harrow benefits from a highly skilled workforce and 
economic activity rates (80.7%) higher than both London 
and the UK. Harrow also has higher self-employment 
rates than London and the UK, reflecting its enterprising 
population. The borough’s high activity rates are reflected 
in the town and district centres, with 96.4% occupancy of 
shopfronts. 

Population:
248,880 population 
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The Great West Corridor area is a key driver of Hounslow’s 
economy, with 450 businesses and 24,000 jobs and 
global companies including Sky, GlaxoSmithKline, 
Allianz Insurance, EMC Limited, WorleyParsons and JC 
Decaux. It has been identified as an opportunity area by 
the Mayor of London.

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Hounslow Council’s plans will completely transform 
the area. They include building 7,500 new homes, and 
creating 14,000 new jobs. There are proposals for an 
Elizabeth line shuttle to link the Corridor to Southall, from 
where you can be in London’s West End within 19 minutes 
and Canary Wharf in just 31 minutes. The West London 
Orbital would add a connection to Brent Cross. The plans 
aim to connect it better to existing neighbourhoods such 
as Boston Manor and Brentford town centre, and to make 
the area a more desirable place for people to live and 
work. With well-planned and high-quality development, 
and more and better housing, empowered by strong 
working relationships with the Mayor of London and the 
GLA, and partners, and driven by proactive planning that 
swiftly enables and manages development proposals, 
Hounslow is making its future happen.

H O U S I N G

Hounslow’s ambitious plans to transform the borough 
and build more genuinely affordable homes have been 
praised by the deputy mayor for housing and residential 
development, James Murray, who is working closely with 
the council to help them build the homes that Londoners 
need. Murray says that Hounslow Council is really 
stepping up when it comes to meeting these housing 
needs. 

O P P O R T U N I T Y

Key development opportunities include the Great West 
Quarter; the Transport Avenue Industrial Quarter, a 
safeguarded strategic industrial location; the London 
Gateway Office Quarter, a high-profile office hub around 
GlaxoSmithKline and University of West London;  the 
River Brent Quarter, with an extension of the residential 
development of Brentford Lock to the north; the 
Brentford Stadium Corridor, an employment buffer with 
residential sitting behind along the M4; and the Power 
Road Creative and Light Industrial Quarter, with better 
connections with the Brentford Stadium Quarter and 
improvements to Gunnersbury station.
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Capital West London is the new cross-borough approach to driving economic prosperity and 
business growth across the sub-region. The programme is the brainchild of the West London 
Alliance – a partnership between the seven West London local authorities of Barnet, Brent, 
Ealing, Hammersmith & Fulham, Harrow Hillingdon and Hounslow.
 
With over 17 years’ experience in partnership working, the WLA is committed to an enduring 
programme of collaboration and innovation to improve outcomes for West London. The West 
London Vision for Growth was drawn up in 2016. Led by the West London Economic Prosperity 
Board, the plan aims to ensure the sub-region remains a thriving and prosperous part of 
a premier world city, with highly-profitable businesses of sizes investing in it, successful 
residents and resilient communities. Capital West London was born out of this strategy and 
has the full backing of the West London boroughs. 

CWL can support potential investors and developers looking to work in West London, 
connecting them to stakeholders and the local authority. We also run a business support 
programme focussed on growth and international trade. Get in touch for further details.

4 2

Councillor 
Daniel Thomas
L B  B A R N E T



W S P

WSP is one of the world’s leading professional services consulting firms. We are dedicated to 
our local communities and propelled by international brainpower. We are technical experts and 
strategic advisors including engineers, planners, scientists, architects, planners, surveyors and 
environmental specialists, as well as other design, program and construction management 
professionals. We design lasting solutions in the Property & Buildings, Transportation & 
Infrastructure, Environment, Industry, Natural Resources and Power & Energy sectors as well 
as project delivery and strategic consulting services. In West London, we are also working 
on an array of regeneration schemes like HS2’s Old Oak Common Station, Kensal Canal Side, 
the Park Royal Southern Gateway, the new Imperial College site and the Northfields Industrial 
Estate.

Y O O  C A P I T A L

YOO Capital is a privately owned real estate investment firm with over $1.0 billion of 
gross real estate assets under management across Greater London. Specialising in 
creative, complex mixed- use investments, the firm has in-house private equity, creative 
asset management and development capabilities with over 30 years and $10 billion of 
transactional experience.are building the skills the country needs to boost productivity.We 
work closely with business to make sure that what our students learn is what London, UK 
and global employers need.

M I D D L E S E X  U N I V E R S I T Y

For 140 years Middlesex University London has been home to innovators and change-
makers. We have built a reputation that combines academic rigour with meeting practical 
business needs. As a ‘University for Skills’, Middlesex is engaged and supportive of the skills 
agenda. Through our excellent links with employers, further education and other partners we 
are building the skills the country needs to boost productivity.We work closely with business 
to make sure that what our students learn is what London, UK and global employers need.
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Barnet Southgate College, HCUC (Harrow and Uxbridge Colleges), Stanmore College, United Colleges Group, West 
London College, and West Thames College represent the Further Education sector in West London. 

Between them they deliver a significant part of the sub-regional talent pool, and focus on making it fit the needs of 
businesses. Through collaborative curriculum development, and the delivery of a large number of apprenticeships, the 
colleges work to deliver on the people needs of the businesses here now, and those which will be here in the future.
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W E S T  L O N D O N  B U S I N E S S 

Representing businesses and enterprises with a presence in the seven ‘West London 
Alliance’ boroughs, WLB’s mission is to ensure that West London is the best place to 
do business.  Our members’ commit to drive forward the sub-region’s global economic 
competitiveness, whilst pursuing social and environmental sustainability. A business-
led non-profit WLB are governed by a board that includes leaders from blue chips, such 
as Heathrow and PwC, as well as Fullers, IBB Solicitors, micro enterprises and key 
educational institutions.  Alongside around two hundred members, WLB has a reach of 
15,000+ supporters.

W H I T E  L A B E L

The Capital West London programme is being facilitated by White Label - an  award-
winning creative agency that offers a one-stop marketing solution to clients in the built 
environment. With a proven track record of delivering projects on time and to budget, 
White Label offers clear and professional advice, assisting clients to promote, market 
and position their brands.

L O N D O N  &  P A R T N E R S

The Mayor of London’s official promotional agency. L&P exist to support the Mayor’s 
priorities by promoting London internationally as a leading world city in which to invest, 
work, study and visit. L&P work collaboratively with the Department of International 
Trade to raise the profile of investible opportunities to global investors. 



The second West London Growth 
Summit will be held this autumn.

What new opportunities will spring from 
the continuing public and private 
investment in infrastructure,  property 
and regeneration? 

What will be produced by the 
continuing evolution of our world 
leading business clusters?

Delegates from public and private 
sector stakeholders will discuss these 
issues, and more, at what promises to 
be an unmissable event for those 
with an interest in West London.

To register your interest visit
www.cwlgrowthsummit.co.uk



Published in June 2019 by White Label Creative, Suffolk House, Croydon CR0 1PE. 

T: 020 8726 7968.  www.wlcreative.org.uk. This prospectus is believed to be correct at the date of 

publication, but its accuracy is in no way guaranteed. No part of the prospectus may be reproduced or 

transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior written consent of White Label.
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